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C. David Nicholson, B.S., Ph.D. 

Senior Vice President 

Worldwide Licensing and Knowledge Management 

Merck Research Laboratories 

New Jersey, United States 

Dr. David Nicholson graduated in pharmacology, earning his 

B.S. from the University of Manchester and his Ph.D. from the 

University of Wales. He has been employed in research and 

development in the pharmaceutical industry since 1978. 

David began working for Beecham at its research facility in 

Germany in 1978. In 1988, he joined Organon BioSciences in 

Newhouse, Scotland, where he was the pharmacology 

department head. 

From 1993-2002, he worked in Organon's Oss, Netherlands, headquarters. During that time, he 

held the positions of program vice president of CV and CNS R&D (cardiovascular and central 

nervous system research and development); head of research in the Netherlands; head of global 

research; and, eventually, head of research and development for the company. 

Based in New Jersey since 2002, David joined Schering-Plough following its acquisition of Organon 

in 2007. Prior to his arrival at Merck in 2009, he served as senior vice president of Global Project 

Management and Drug Safety. 

 


